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also of considerable importance in Golconda. Brahman
Deshpandes and Maratha Deshmukhs or Desais were placed in
charge of district collections, and the names of Dadopant, Narso
Kale, and Yesu Pandit are distinguished for the great reforms they
introduced in Bijapur revenue management. Brahman ambassadors
were employed by Ahmednagar kings as envoys in the Courts
of Gujarat and Malwa, and a Brahman minister of Peshwa, named
Kamalsen, had chief power at Ahmednagar in the times of the
first Buranshah. Yesu Pandit also became Mustapha in the
Bijapur kingdom about the same time. Two Brahman brothers,
Akanna and Makanna, were similarly raised to power in Golconda,
and their services were deemed to be so valuable that the Bijapur
kings sought their help when pressed by the Moghul invaders.
Tenthly, in the Military Department this predominance of the
Hindus more and more manifested itself as years rolled on. The
names of Kamraje, Ghadge, and Harnaik are noted by Ferista as
being the first Maratha Mansubdars employed by the Bahamani
kings. The second Bahamani king had a body-guard of two hundred
Siledars. The famous Waghoji Jagdevrao Naik played in the first
quarter of the sixteenth century a most prominent part in the Courts
of Golconda, Berar, and Vijaynagar. He made and unmade kings,
was in charge of all the Naikwadi Hindu forces in the Karnatik,
and was a king all but in name. The famous Murarrao Jagdev
served the Bijapur kings with great distinction in the early part of
the seventeenth century. He resisted the Moghul invasions, and
he and Shahaji Bhonsle were the chief supports of the power of
Bijapur and Ahmednagar respectively. In the intrigues which
brought about Murarrao's downfall, three other Marathas—
Raghopant, a Brahman, one Bhonsle Sardar, and one Gbadge—
figured prominently. Under Murarrao, Chandrarao More and
Rajarao rose to distinction in the wars of the Konkan. The
families of the Manes of Mhaswad, the Savants of Wadi, and the
Dafles, and finally the Ghorpades, similarly rose to great power
in these times.
Mr. Grant Duff mentioned the names of eight Maratha
families who rose to power and influence long before Shivaji was
born, or before Shahaji's father Maloji rose to any distinction.
The most powerful among the families was that of the Jadhav's
of Sindkhed in the Berars, who were supposed to be connected
with the Devgiri Jadhavs whom Ala-ud-din had conquered. Lakhoji
Jadhav was a person of such importance that his support was
sought by the Moghul Emperors when they first invaded the
Deccan. The Nimbalkars of Faltan were similarly distinguished.
The Ghadge Zunjarrao of Malawdi belonged to a family of great

